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must be invisible. But granting that this was then ob-
served as an abnormal event it must at least be shown
that the 7 planets were then above the horizon. If we
believe along with the commentator that Jupiter was in
Shravana he could not then have been above the hori-
zon but was below it and similarly with Venus. This
clearly shows that the positions we have assigned to the
planets are those which Sauti assigned them. From
Amavasya to the i4th the sun might be supposed to
have travelled from Jyestha to Mula and the moon from
thence to Mriga. When the sun rose, therefore, on that
day he rose along with Mercury, Mars and Jupiter, and
Saturn near him, Venus a little above and the nearly
full-moon near the west. It is possible that they might
all have been visible and shining if the sun was cut by
clouds as we are told in the next shloka.

NOTE VI.
JANMEJAYA'S BRAHMAHATYA.
WHAT Janrnejaya's Brahmahatya was is a mystery and
it is feared must remain so for ever. We have consulted
many men versed in the Vedic and Puranic lore but
none has been able to find out any legend or any story
in any Purana in this connection. The story given in
Adiparva, Chapter II, seems to have been abruptly cut
off. It would be interesting to give its substance here.
Janmejaya Parikshita was performing a sacrifice when
some dogs entered the sacrificial ground and were
beaten and turned out. Sarama, their mother, cursed
Janmejaya and his brothers for ill-treating the dogs